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[The following article is reprinted with the permission of Noticias Aliadas in Lima, Peru. It first
appeared in the May 1, 1997, edition of the weekly publication Latinamerica Press.]
Remedios Loza was the first Aymara woman elected to Bolivia's Congress, and she is the first
woman to run for president of the country on a major party ticket. Loza is the candidate of the
Conciencia de Patria (CONDEPA) movement. She was picked to lead the party after CONDEPA
founder Carlos Palenque died unexpectedly in March.
In the following interview, Loza talked with Latinamerica Press Managing Editor Elsa Chanduvi
Jana about the June 1 presidential and congressional elections and her party's platform.
LP: What is CONDEPA's platform for the June 1 election?
Remedios Loza: The platform drafted by Carlos Palenque is an anti-neoliberal plan. Our Latin
American countries have been exposed to economic models that do not correspond to our reality.
Because they are models that have been imposed, they have made the poor poorer and the few
rich in our countries richer. The CONDEPA movement has three basis principles: participatory
democracy, production, and anti-corruption. We have a plan to change the neoliberal model that is
currently in place. It has to be a model for the country, for the people. Our strength is that we are the
only anti-neoliberal party.
LP: Your major competition in the elections are retired Gen. Hugo Banzer and Jaime Paz Zamora,
both former presidents. What is the main difference between your candidacy and their platforms?
Loza: The difference is that they are neoliberals and I am anti-neoliberal.
LP: What are the principal problems Bolivia's next president will have to address?
Loza: Poverty is the principal problem. The neoliberal model has brought us an inhuman kind of
life. The model shows us statistics, not people. We want to humanize the model, and we are going to
present an economic plan based on our reality.
LP: The country's main labor organization, the Central Obrera Boliviana (COB), says that it will not
give President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada any rest until he leaves office. How does your party view
these statements?
Loza: We think that the workers are right in their protests. Sanchez de Lozada said he would create
500,000 jobs if elected president. And what did he do? Just the opposite. He has left more than
500,000 people without work. These workers cannot find jobs, they don't know how they are going
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to feed their children. They were poor before, but now they live in misery. Workers have the right to
demand what they have gained through their struggles and their blood, which is a just salary.
LP: A new election system will be inaugurated with the June 1 contest. In the new system, Bolivians
will no longer vote for a party slate for Congress, but will know which members of Congress they are
electing. Will the new system give the grassroots sectors a greater presence in Congress?
Loza: I think so, but I have my doubts and my concerns. The people should obviously elect the
candidate of their choice, they should decide that this man or this woman best represents their
interests. But politics in Bolivia and the rest of the world is corrupt. Last year we had 15 members
in Congress, but today we only have five representatives. Why? Because members can switch
parties when they think it is convenient. It is easy to buy a member of Congress. If this happens with
members who are elected from a party slate, what will happen when they are not even responsible
to a party? They are going to be like merchandise, available to the highest bidder.
LP: In your opinion, how has the role of women in Bolivia changed in the past few years? Loza:
My presence has been an important step because, for the first time in the history of my country,
a woman is running for president. And not just any woman, but an Aymara woman who wears
clothing traditional to her culture. My candidacy marks a new stage in the history of this country.
The steps that have been taken by Bolivian women have been important to our political, social, and
economic participation. Democracy appears to be gaining strength because a woman from my social
background can run and compete against the traditional candidates.
LP: What are some of challenges Bolivian women are encountering on this new path?
Loza: It is still difficult for women. Our countries are still based on patriarchy, and machismo is
still strong. Nevertheless, this aspiration for equality is happening in my country. But we have to
continue struggling to achieve true equality. Constitutions need to be clear that there are differences
between men and women, but equal rights.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

